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“Behold, [ will send. my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 


‘before me.’— Matt. 3,1. 
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“Daughter of Zion, from the dust 
Exalt thy fallen head; 
Again in thy Redeemer trust; 
He calls thee from the dead.’ 
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ZION’S MESSENGER 


Is sent to the saints and children of Zion, scattered abroad, 
greeting: We send it as a messenger of truth to you, and 
a herald of good days to come. All Saints, have felt deeply in 
relation to our scattered condition, and have earnestly desired to 
see Zion arise and take that stand assigned her in the holy serip- 
tures. ‘He that scatters Israel will gather him and keep him as 
a shepherd doth his flock ;” so will he that sent forth Zion to be 
chastened, bring her again and make her an Ensign to the nations. 
Our nation is now drinking of that cup of indignation which 
shall go forth to the nations; and.soon oiher nations will feel the 
chastening rod of God’s justice. _We have recorded in Sec. 98, 
P. 4th, something to look for, and also to give heed to, which is as 
follows : 

“Mine indignation is soon to be poured out without measure 
upon all nations, and this will I do when the cup of their iniquity 
is full. Andin that day all who are found upon the watch tower, 
or in other words, all mine Israel shall be saved. And they that 
have been scattered shall be gathered; and all they who have 
mourned shall be comforted ; and all they who have given their 
lives for my name shall be crowned. Therefore, let your hearts 
be comforted concerning Zion, for all flesh is in mine hands; he 
still and know that I am God. Zion shall not be moved oe of 
her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered ; they that 
remain and are pure,in heart, shall return and come to their 
inheritances ; they and their children, with songs of everlasting 
joy, to build up the waste places of Zion. And all these things, 
that the Frophets might be fulfilled. And behold, there is none 
other place appointed than that which I have appointed ; neither 
shall there be any other place appointed than that which I have 
appointed for the work of the gathering of my saints, until the 
day cometh when there is found no more room for them.’ Zion 
may be said to be a captive, moving to and fro, since the fall of 
1853, when her children went forth from the city of the heritage 
of God. ‘Thirty years are accomplished, and may we not hope 
soon to see the waste places of Zion rebuilt by the gathering of the 
Saints? (' 

Micah says that Zion should go forth out of the city into the | 
field, and from the field to Babylon, from whence the Lord would _ 
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deliver her. All Saints are anxious to know how and by whom 
this deliverance shall come, and as the letter to Joseph Smith 
embodies much of this important information taken from our 
books, we ask your candid attention, and also a close’ examina- 
tion of all the books put out by the Church, especially the book of 
Mormon, and Doctrine, and Covenants, for the (‘hurch was to 
remain under condemnation until they remembered to do accord- 
ing to those things written therein. We ask also your attention 
to the “Appeal” published by the brethren in Philadelphia, and 
those who feel themselves benefitted by it would do well to forward 
to Brother, J. H. Newton something to help pay the expense of 
printing and mailing it free to the Saints. 
The Messenger will be continued from time to time at one dime 
per copy and enlarged as fast as circumstances will admit it to be. 
Tt, will be devoted to the interests, redemption and salvation of 
Zion, and to point out the way for the Saints, that we all by one 
spirit may become pure in heart, for “THIS 1s ZION, THE PURE IN 
HEART,’ and be united in one body, for if we are not one we. are 
not the Lord’s. . ; 
| ’ PirrspurG, Pa., Nov. 14TH, 1868. 
To Joseph Smith, son of Joseph Smith, the; translator and 
revclator of God’s word, as.received from our Lord Jesus Christ : 
[T am a stranger to you by.sight, but trust in the ‘Lord God of 
truth” that I am not a stranger to his word and the covenants of 
promise, The Lord, our Redeemer, hath made your father great 
in his eyes, for the word of God, which was brought through him, 
and not for his weakness and sins, and it is on account of this word 
brought forth through him thit I now address you. The ‘Book 
of Mormon,” which the Lord cur God gave him sight and power 
to translate, which ‘is sent forth on the testimony of eleven wit- 
nesses besides himself, testifies to your father’s calling as a choice 
seer, descending from the loins of Joseph, who ‘was sent into 
Egypt. This seer was to be great like unto Moses, who was a 
lawgiver to Israel. And the first gift and power he had given to 
him was to bring forth words that were written by a remnant of 
the. seed of Josepk ;. and which was to grow together with that 
written by and through Judah’s seed, to the confounding of, false 
doctrines, and, of laying down of contentions, and establishing 
peace ameng the fruit of Joseph’s loins in the latter days. Now, 
as your father was this seer, you, as his son, are truly bound by 
every tie of filial duty and righteousness to honor your 'father in 
his calling, that your days may be long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee. Joseph (yourfather,) was an instrument in 
the hands ,of God to bring forth Qod’s word, and not his own. 
This, word which he brought forth, is sent to the inhabitants of the 
earth as tlie truth of Heaven, the very will and word of the 
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eternal Jehovah, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Unless we 
respect and give heed to the word of God, for us there is no 
salvation either for the salvation of Zion, or the great salvation 
through Jesus Christ for all men. Now we must give just as 
earnest heed to the revelations of Jesus Christ as recorded in the 
doctrine. and covenants, as to the translation of the record of 
Nephi, if we do not we shall fall. See D. C., Sec. Ist. “The 
voice of the Lord is unto all men, there is none to escape ; and 
there is no eye that shall not see, neither heart that shall not be 
penetrated ; and the rebellious shall be pierced with much sorrow, 
for their iniquities shall be spoken upon the house tops, and their 
secret acts shall be revealed.” (The latter part. of the above has 
been signally fulfilled on the heads of the rebellious, who were 
sent out of the land of Zion under the rule of the 12.) These 
commandments and revelations of God have been given to the 
world, and we especially call your attention to them. Sce Ist P., 
2. “Behold, this is mine authority and the authority of my 
servants, and my preface unto the book of my commandments, 
which I have given them to publish uvto you, O, inhabitants of the 
earth; wherefore fear and tremble, O, ye people, for what I, the 
Lord, have decreed in them shall be fulfilled.” P. oth. “And 
also those to whom these commandments were given might have 
power to lay the foundation of this Church, and to bring it forth 
out of obscurity and out of darkness.” 


Although the Church was brought out of darkness, she has 
again gone into darkness; and that the Church is in darkness is 
plainly seen by the different opinions that now exist in the Church 
in regard to its proper organiaation, and especially of its first 
presidency. Man cannot settle this question, it must be settled 
by the revelations of Jesus Christ, through the law given unto the 
Church, even the commandments given to publish to the inhabitants 
of the earth. The Lord. says, D. C., Sec. 15th, P.2: “And 
even so I have sent mine everlasting covenant into the world; to 
be a light to the world, and to be a standard for my people, and 
for the Gentiles to seek toit; and to bea messenger before my face 
to prepare the way before me.” This covenant must be in the 
hand of a proper and legal ministry to declare and expound it: 
‘And no man taketh this honor on himself but he that is called of 
God, as was Aaron.” Heb. 5th, 4: “For every house is builded 
by some man, but he that built all things is God.” Heb. 3d, 4. 
Now, as Moses was to God-ward, and Aaron was his minister to 
hear the Jaw at his mouth, and then declare and expound it, so 
God promised that “the choice seer” from the loins of Joseph 
should have a spokesman to declare and minister to the word also. 
Moses failed to sanctify God in the eyes of the peop!e, that the 
people might go into the land of Canaan, So Joseph, the ‘choice 
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seer,’’ failed to lead his people to sanctification through the law 
and spirit of truth given tothe Church, to bring them to dwell in 
Zion, for they polluted their inheritances, and were sent out of 
the land of Zion to be chastened. But still ‘the Lord holdeth 
Zion in his own hands,’’ it shali not be moved out of its place, 
and her ministry shall and will accomplish the work; as being 
also held in the hands of God, therefore they shall gather the 
people. ‘‘And it shall come to, pass that the righteous shall, be 
gathered out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion 
singing with songs of everlasting joy. D. C., Sec. 15th, P. 1., 
Now, who, were those others? Ans. The services were performed 
by the Lord’s servant, Sidney Rigdon, acting under the instrue- 
tions of the “choice seer,’ other brethren also assisting at the 
ceremony. Now let us look at the testimonies concerning the 
ministry which shall be instrumenta! in bringing the people to 
Zion, preparatory to their receiving their inheritances. Every 
ministry must have its chief shepherd on earth, acting under the 
great head of the Church even Jesus Christ. The spokesman 
appointed by revelations through Moses was Aaron, who was not 
only to be a minister but a prophet. Alsosee Hx. 7th, 1. ‘And 
the Lord said unto Moses, see | have made thee a god to Pharaoh, 
and Aaron, thy brother, shall be thy prophet.” Then it follows 
that the choice seer must have and bring one to light one who 
shall be his mouth-piece, his minister, his spokesman, and a 
prophet having a ministry to bring up Zion again to her place, 
and that she may be prepared for God to receive her unto himself. 
This ministry must not testify of it:elf; if so its testimony is not 
true. Therefore, the Lord gave to Joseph and Oliver the keys of 
a gift to bring it to light, viz.: Revelation. See D. C., Sec. 8th, 
P. 18. “And now behold I give unto you, and also unto my 
servant Joseph, the keys of this gift, which shall bring to light 
this ministry ; and, in the mouth of two or three witnesses, shall 
every word be established.” Now, the great business they were 
engaged in was this, the cause of Zion. See Sec. 8th, P. 3. 
“Now, as you have asked, behold I say unto you keep my 
commandments, and seek to bring forth and establish the cause 
of Zion.” After they were ordained as recorded in Sec. 50th, 
they commenced preaching the gospel, and the same season 
baptized a man of whom the spirit by revelation through the 
“choice seer” as follows, Sec. 11th, P.2: ‘Behold, verily, verily 
I say unto my servant Sidney, I have looked upon thee and thy 
works; I have heard thy prayers and prepared thee for a greater 
work. Thou art blessed, for thou shalt do great things. Behold, 
thou wast sent forth, even as John, to prepare the way before me, 
and before Hlijah which should come, and thou knew it not. 
Thou did baptize by water unto repentance, but they received not 
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the Holy Ghost; but now I give unto thee a commandment that 
thou shalt baptize by water, and they shall receive the Holy 
Ghost by the laying on of the hands, even as the Apostles of 
old.”” There is a minister and ministry brought to light by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, to prepare the way before him for his 
second advent, and also to prepare the way before Elijah. . But 
although he seems to be a son and'have a ministry, he must be 
under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the Father. 
So we will continue to follow along the course of revelation. 
Aaron was a mouth-piece, so also was Sidney. Sec. 11th, P. 5. 
“Behold, it. shall be given unto him (Joseph,) to prophecy ; and 
thou (Sidney,) shalt preach my gospel and call on the holy 
prophets to prove his words as shall be given him.” 


Aaron, as spokesman, was ordained as well as called to the 
ministry ; so was Sidney also. See Sec. 95th, P. 3. ‘And it is 
expected in me that you, my servant Sidney, should be a spokesman 
unto this people; yea, verily, I will ordain you unto this calling, 
even to be a spokesman unto my servant Juseph. And I will give 
unto him power to be mighty in testimony ; and I will give unto 
thee power to be mighty in expounding all scriptures, that thou 
mayest. be a spokesman unto him, and he shall be a revelator anto 
thee, that thou mayest know the certainty of all things pertaining 
to the things of my kingdom on the earth.” _ Now, as the choice 
seer was never called upon to appoint.and ordain but one spokesman, 
that we have any record of in the law and commandments to the 
Church, which we are commanded to search, and are told to do 
so. Sec. Ist. P. 7. ‘Search these commandments, for they are 
true and faithful, and thé prophecies and promises which are in 
them shall all be fulfilled.””. But we will now turn to, the book of 
Mormon firstly, and as we have the spokesman’s name, we will see 
- what he has to do. .Moroni says, as recorded on the title page, 
that the book is ‘written to the Lamanites, who are remnants. of 
the house of Israel; and also to Jew and Gentile. * * The 
interpretation thereof by the gift of God.’ We next quote from 
the book IL Nephi, 2nd chapter. “And I, behold, 1 will.give 
unto him (Joseph, the choice seer,) that he shall write the writing 
of the fruit of thy loins; and the spokesman (Sidney Rigdon,) or 
THY LOINS shall declare it.” This shows us that the spokesman, 
called and ordained of God, eyen as Aaron, to declare the word 
to those to whom it was written, 7s a descendant of Joseph, is of 
the loins of Joseph. And although he with others were ‘hid from 
the world with Christ in God” in respect to their lineage, yet it is 
said of them: “Therefore your life and the priesthood hath 
remained and must needs remain thtough you and your lineage 
until the restoration of all things spoken by, the mouths of-all the 
holy prophets since the world began.” See Sec. 6th, P. 3, D. C. 
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Thus signifying to the Church that the priesthood would not be 
again lost from the earth, but continue as the Lord s&id in See. 
24th, P. 1, D. C.. “The keys of. the kingdom’ of God are 
cominitted unto man on the earth, and from thence shall the 
gospel roll forth unto the ends of the earth, as the stone which is 
east out of the mountain without hands, shall roll forth until it 
hath filled the whole earth’ We, therefore, may look for a 
‘continuation of this priesthood, and wagl continue to follow on and 
see what further testimonies the Lord hath given about. this 
ministry and kingdom which was coming forth for the last time 
and fulness of times. We are told in Sec. 5lst, P. 2, that Joseph 
was to be sole revelator to the Church in these words: ‘But 
behold, verily, verily I say unto thee, no one shall be appointed 
to receive commandments and revelations in this Church, excepting 
my servant, Joseph Smith, Jr., for he receiveth them even as 
Moses.” Now, while I write, my mind is caught back to the 
time when the voice of this prophet, seer and revelator was stilled 
by the shafts of death. The man who was great in God’s eyes 
for the work he gave him to do, has sealed his testimony by falling 
a martyr for the truth; and although tears drop to his memory, 
‘we brush them away to answer the enquiries of believers and 
others whether he appointed another upon whom, like Elisha, 
Elijah’s mantle should fall, that he too might smite the river with 
it, and pass over to work the work of God among the sons of the 
prophets, that they might know who was their proper head and 
teacher. There wasa law giver to the Church in February 1851, 
in which we have the following, Sec. 13th, P. 4: ‘Again I say 
unto you that it shall not be given to any one to go forth to preach 
my gospel, or to build up my Church except he be ordained by 
some one who hath authority, and it is known to the Church that 
he has authority and has been regularly ordained by the heads of 
the Church.” . . 

In Sec. 14th, referring to the law of the Church just previously 
given, we have the following: ‘And this ye shall know assuredly 
that there is none other appointed unto you to receive command- 
ments and revelations uatil he be be taken, if he abide in me.” 
This is precisely the principle laid down in Sec. 51st, before 
referred to, except that it shows a condition of his abiding in 
Christ, and that when he was taken we must expect some one to 
take his office. Jn etther event, whether he abode in Christ or did 
not, he was to appoint his successor as a revelator to the Church, 
as we may plainly see by referring to the 2nd P. of Sec. 14th, 
“But verily, verily I say unto you that none else shall be 
appointed unto this gift except it be through him, forif it be 
taken from him,” (on accountof his not abiding in Christ,) “he 
shall not have power, except to appoiut another in his stead.” 


Then in case of great transgression Joseph was to haye one act of 
power left, viz.: That of. appointing some one to be a seer and 
revelator to the Church in his stead. We are forbidden, as a 
Church, to receive or accept of revelations to guide or govern the 
Church through any other channel than a Jegaliy appointed one, 
as we may plainly see from what is said in continuation,in P. 2nd. 
‘And this shall be a law unto you that ye receive not the teachings 
of any that shall come befove you as revelations or commandments ; 
and this I give unto you that you may not be deceived; that you _ 
may know that they are notof me. For verily I say unto you that 
he that is ORDAINED OF ME shall come in at the gate, (appointment 
by revelation and ordination by theheads of the Church according 
to God’s law,) and be ordained as Ihuve told you before, to teach 
those revelations which you have received, and shall rsceive through 
him whom I have appointed.” THE GATE was appointmeat by 
revelation through the first presidency, and the ordinatiou to be 
by the head or heads of the Church, which we all understahd to be 
the presiding priesthood over the whole Church, thus: ‘Of the 
Melchisedek priesthood, three presiding high priests, chosen by the 
body, appointed and ordained to that office, and upheld by the faith, 
confidence and prayer of the Church form a governor of the 
presidency of the Church.” See Sec. 3d, P.11. The only correct 
conclusion is that the body must choose and uphold those whom 
God appoints through a loyal and proper revelation to the Church, 
and that they shall also be legally and properly ordained. For 
further proof see P. 6th of Sec. 5th, D. C. ‘The president of the 
Church, who is also the president of the council, is appointed by 
_ revelation, and acknowledged in his administration by the voice of 
the Church; andit is according to tHe dignity of his office that he 
should preside over the council of the Church ;. and it is his privilege 
to be assisted by two other presidents, appointod after thesume — 
manner that he himself was appointed ; and in case of the absence 
of one or both of those who are appointed to assist him, he has 
power to preside over the conncil without an assistant ; and in case 
he himself is absent, the other presidents have power to preside in 
his stead, both or either of them.” I came into the Church in 
1835, and was ordained to the ministry in Kirtland the winter 
following. At that time the presiding officers of the Church were 
Joseph Smith, Jr., Sidney Rigdon and F. G. Williams, and two 
of these were still togetherin the first presidency when I was at 
Nauyoo in the fall of 1843 and spring of 1844, and my opinion was 
thatshould one or two be taken away by death there would be still 
a presiding officer overthe high council of the Church: Now God in 
his wisdom has put this matter at rest in the minds of those who 
have the spirit of the prophets and are not rebellious against his 
word, will and authorities, as appointed by himself, the revelation 
of which wil/ I here present to yon. 


